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PLEASANT DAYS. 


It is pleasant to wake in the morning, 
With God-given duties to face, 
Enjoying new physical vigor, 
_ A clear mind and abundance of grace. 
It is pleasant to stop at the noontide, 
In the pressure of business and care, 
‘ To renew the strength of the morning, 
_ By a season of life-giving prayer. 


It is pleasant to say in the evening ; 

“My dear Master, I labored my best. 
The attempt is all I can offer ; 

In return all I ask for is rest.” 


It is pleasant to know that life’s daytime 
Shall never be shadowed by night ; 
For the glow of earth’s glorious sunset 


Ts the day-peep of heavenly light. 


W. Cari Rovrvs. 
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‘THREE INCIDENTS. 
Rev. C. aA CLARK. 


4 


Three incidents stand out from the work of the year. The first is of my" helper 
Pak. He lives far out in Kang Won Province. When the Wipyungs first began raging 
around they announced that they would kill any Korean that they found with his-hair 
cut short because they said it was Korean like to wear a top-knot and Japanese like 
to cut the hair. Pak had cut his hair some months before not because he wanted to 
be like the Japanese, but purely for comfort and cleanliness. Lots of short-haired 
Koreans fled from the district, Pak felt it was his duty to stay and he stayed. For 
several weeks as he went about among his churches he kept just missing collisions with 
the Wipyungs. At last he actually met them, and they seized him and said they were 
going to kill him, “very well,” Pak said, “T can’t stop you but there is no reason why 
you should do so. I’m no Japanese sympathizer. I have nothing whatever to do with 


them.” They. asked him who he was. He said he was a Christian preacher. They 


said he lied and beat him. He didn’t resist. The men consulted and then came and 


said, “You say you are a Christian, and we don’t believe it. Now if you area preacher 
just preach a little for us and show us how it goes.” “I will not” Pak answered, “If 
you want to hear about Jesus ll stand and tell you about him all night, but this is 
‘a part of my worship and I won’t make my worship common even to save my own 
life.” They consulted again and said, “You have a song book there. Give us a song 
and prove that you are a Christian.” “T will not,” Pak answered. That too is a part 
of my worship. If you want to praise God with me I'll sing, but I won’t show off 
even to save my life.” The leader was. very angry and drew out his sword but when 
he saw that Pak was not frightened. They let him go. I wonder how many Christians 


in America would have refused to sing that song? 


The second incident was of an noble born Korean, who burned some of his family idols 
a year ago. Mr. Ladd in his recent book says it doesn’t cost to be a Christian in Korea. 
This old gentleman is 54 years. old. For 22 years he worshipped the ancestral tablets 
and received a sort of pension from one of his relatives. When he burned the idols, 
the relative stopped the pension. Next the old gentleman’s adopted son, whom he had 
brought up and layished every kindness on; deserted him and worse still took with him 
the baby of the house 2 years old, the household’s sunshine. Next a crowd of relatives 
came, took the old gentleman out, tied his hands, kicked him, smashed his hat, tore 
his clothes, led him oyer to his ancestral graves and said they were going to kill hae 
there to appease the spirits for his sacrilege. “Very well,” he said, “I’m old any 
way and can’t live long. Ill see Jesus that much sooner.” They blustered around and 
beat him more. Then they took him back’ to their house and said they would kill 
him. There, again, their courage failed them. They said that they had no knife. 
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_ He suggested that his knife was in his pocket. They beat him more and at last finding 
they could not kill him they let him go. The next day they came again and ordered =F 
him to vacate his house and leave the village. He wouldn’t go at first. They threatened 
to burn his house down over his head. They published in the newspaper in Seoul that 
he was forever cast out of their clan. I saw him the next day “ Praise the Lord!’ 
he said “They are spreading the news of the Gospel more every time they try to hurt 
me.” They came again and again and tried to evict him. It was only a little low 
thatched house, but*it was home and he was old and he said he could not go. At last, 
however, he told them he would go not because he had no right to stay, but because 
‘he would not quarrel forever. The Christians heard that he was going to leave: A 
nearby group at once took steps ‘to arrange a school for the old gentleman to teach. 
Another took steps to get him another house, Finally several groups combined without 
his knowledge and by extreme efforts out of their poverty raised $25, and the day the 
old gentleman was to have left they bought in his house and restored it to him only 


stipulating that they be allowed to use part of it as a. church, 


The third incident was of the old deacon at Sangsimi. He is a dear old man. 
Three years ago he believed and he believed all over at once. I’ve seldom seen so 
thorough a conversion. He has the kind of faith that moves mountains and raises, 
people from the dead. “He went to work as soon as he was converted to build a 
church in his own village. He gave a part of his little field for a site. He gaye his 
own and his sons’ time and every cents that he could spare. At last the church wa. 
built and it is one of the prettiest in my country district 12 x 24 and seating 75. 
Last fall the Japanese burned the county seat of that county and eight months ago the 
people began to come back to rebuild. Everywhere sites were pre-empted for stores 
and dwellings. Nearly the whole town site was taken up. The old deacon went 
over there to market one day, and as he was looking over the site suddenly the 
thought flashed into his mind “Where was God’s house?” Here was every sort of 
building represented, stores, inns, dwellings but no house of God. There had been a 
church there but many of the people were scattered and those who were left were 
desperately poor. Old Mr. Pai went home and they say he prayed almost all night, 
but when the morning came his orders had come. He rose up like one of the Crusaders 
of old and he said “ Please God I'll never rest until there is a house of God in the 
county seat.” He went out and talked to the people of his group. They held back, 
said that they couldn’t afford it, that they had hardly recovered from the hard pull of 
building their own church. He went to two nearly groups. They too were just 
finishing their own buildings and held back. The old man was in despair, but he 
went back and prayed over it again and he came out where the people of the three 


groups were gathered in consultation He said “God has told me to build that church 


and I’m going to do it if I have to do it all alone. I'll sell my ‘ox, I’ll sell my house 
and fields, but Pl build that church before I die.” The people caught the enthusiasm 
and thrill of the old man’s words as the Crusaders did from Peter the Hermit. In a 
few minutes $35 was pledged the equivalent of 175 days of labor. They began 
on the work. It wasn’t easy. They were all poor. Skilled labor was scaree and 
costly, but they had the charming face of old Crusader Pai to stir them on. Day after 
» day they toiled nearly 2 months now, levelling site, carrying stone, chopping timber. 
Yesterday a man came in with a note saying that the church was done and ready to 
dedicate and that they wanted me to come out and dedicate it. I don’t feel worthy 
to dedicate a church like that. It isn’t like other churches people haye built in their 
own towns. Those they receive immediate returns from this church live ten miles from 
the village of the people who paid for it. It was purely and simply a labor of love 
an offering to their God. Already the scattered Christians are gathering back to their 
church home. In another year there will be a strong Church there and it will all be 


due to a man of prayer determined to obey his God. 


| 
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“A CONTRAST!” 
Rey. J. S. Gaun, D.D. 


This marks the twentieth year of my missionary work in Korea. During this 
short time the changes of a century have taken place. I sum up a few of them. 
- ‘I.--Then Korea was The Hermit,—now she is a Station on one of the world’s great 
highways. 

IJ.—Then she was under the suzerainty of China B.C. 2000—now she is under that 
of Japan A.D. 1900 or more. 

I1t.—Then travelling was done on foot or by pony or sedan-chair,—now it is by 
railways, carriages, bicyele, rickshas, and even automobiles. 

IV.—Then rapid despatch was by courier, or by fire signals from mountain tops,— 
now it is by lighthouse, signal station, telegraph and telephone. 

V.—Then none but slave women had to do with the outer world,—now the highest 
ladies of the land go to public fuactions, and are to be seen riding through the 
city unveiled. 

Vi—Then education included the ancient Chinese classics only,—now all world- 

wide subjects are being taught, learned, and eagerly peered into. 

Vii.—Then they had never heard of newspapers,—aow in three languages they go 
forth daily, in nmun, pure nature script, that the women can read: in mixed 
script for the moderately learned, and in pure Chinese for the scholar. 

VIII.—Then there were not ten intelligent Christian,—now there are a tenth of a 
million if we include baptized, adherents, children, ete. 

IX.—Then the Korean was a lamb-like man and modest, and would never think 
of taking human life unless worked ‘up to afrenzy,—to-day he can hold a 
cigarette in one hand and use a’revolver on his enemy with the other. 

X.—Then the lower classes were dark-souled, oppressed, and down-trodden,—now 
they are forging ahead in study, in business, in general knowledge, in Chris- 
tianity, and are graduates of medicine, arts, sciences, etc. 

“XI.—Then Koreans had no public gatherings—now they understand rules for as- 
semblies perhaps better than the average Westerner. 

XII.—Then the Korean was a flabby, squatty, loose-jointed good for nothing loafer, 

'—to-day he has proved himself a number one miner, number one hoisting 
engineer, first class motorman, excellent surgeon, writer, thinker, Christian with 


kind heart, good eye, and steady hand. 
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‘NEWS NOTES. 


Bookings are now made by the Siberian route direct to Europe from Seoul, Korea, 
by way of Songdo, Pyengyang, Antung, Mukden, Harbin, etc. The travelling public has 
been waiting sometime for this route to open. Heretofore those from Korea desiring 
to visit Europe by the Siberian route were compelled to make an expensive trip to Japan 
and from there across the Japan Sea to Vladivostock. This trip necessitated several 
days of extra time. The route which has just been opened through Korea will be one 
of the great thoroughfares of the world. The ends of the earth are getting closer 
together. 


The contract for the completion of the Palace building, which was begun under 
the administration of Dr. McLevi Brown, has been awarded to Maple and Co., of London, 
England. During this year there will be at least three hundred English workmen in 


Seoul. 


Bishop M. C. Harris, of the M. E. Church, is now in Korea, spending a few weeks 
inspecting the work of the Mission and incidentally study the Korean language. Bishop 


Harris is hopeful for the work in Korea and with the hearty co-operation of the mis- 


sionaries is making preparations for the campaign for Korea which will begin through- 


out the bounds of the M. E. Church with the opening of the year of 1910. That year 
the Korea work will be given right of way in the M. E. Church of America. 


Rey. George Heber Jones, D.D., is planning to leaye Korea in June for America 
by the Siberian route. Dr. Jones goes home to make preparations for the campaign 


for Korea during the year 1910. 


The sad news of the sudden death of the little five year old daughter of Dr. R. 
A. Hardie of Wonsan was a shock to the whole missionary community. _ In the midst 
of this great sorrow Dr. and Mrs. Hardie have the comfort of their Heavenly Father 


and the sincere sympathy of their fellow laborers in this severe trial. 


Bishop Turner of the Anglican Mission after an absence of several months in Eng- 


land on furlough has returned to Seoul. He is heartily welcomed to his field of labor. 


The engagement of Rev. J. L. Gerdine.ta_Miss Eleanor D. Dye, both of the 
M. E. Church, South Mission, has been announced. 


“aye 
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Upon business matters address Rey. F. G. Vesey, Business Manager, Seoul, Korea. 


EDITORIAL. 


“Rev. F. G. Vesey, the Business Manager of the Korea Field writes asking that we 
call the attention of our subscribers to the fact that the subscription price of the Korea 
Field is due the first of the year. Quite a number of our subscribers are in arrears. 
We would ‘respectfully urge you to forward to Rev. F. G. Vesey, Seoul Korea, the 
amount of your arrears and also if you will send in advance your subscription for 


the coming year the management will be especially thankful. 


We are requested to announce in our columns that since Mr. Hoggard who was 
employed by the K.R.T.S. as salesman, having accepted a position elsewhere, all com- 
munications for the K.R.T.S. should be addressed as follows: Korean Religious Tract 


Society, Seoul Korea, whereupon all business matters will receive prompt attention. 


We haye been informed that the Quarter Centennial Celebration which was plan- 
ned for September of this year, in commemoration of the beginning of Protestant Mis- 
sions in Korea has been declared postponed because of failure to secure speakers for the 
occasion and full co-operation in the proposed features of the plan. We think, 
that although it does seem impossible to celebrate in the general way as proposed by the 
Executive Commitee, that it is not impossible for the missionaries on the field to arrange 
to celebrate in some suitable manner the work of the past twenty-five years. The day 

_ should not pass without fitting commemorative exercises. During the session of the 


General Council no doubt time could be found for this purpose. 
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For the months of March and April a Theological Class will be conducted in Pyeng 
Yang by the Methodists under the auspices of the Biblical Institute in the work of 
which both the M. E. Mission and the M. E. Mission, South, are united. Dr. George 
Heber Jones, will be in charge of the work of the Institute. 


Recent!y the Emperor of Korea has been travelling over his domain in company 
with Prince Ito, the Resident-General. After an extended tour in the South the Em- 
peror proposed a trip to the North which took in the cities of Wiju, Pyengyang, and 
Songdo. This is something new in Korea. The Korean people have ever demanded 
seclusion for their rulers. This innovation while looked upon with misgivings by 
some of the Koreans yet in general a great ovation was given his Imperial Highness 
during the whole of the trip. While in Songdo he generously presented to the Ivey 
Hospital, which is operated by the Mission of the M. E. Church, South, under the 
superintendency of Dr. W. T. Reid, the sum of two hundred yen. No doubt in other 
places like gifts were made by His Majesty. 


Mrs. C.°'T. Collyer, wife of Rev. C.T. Collyer, of the M. E. Church, South, Mission, 
died in Pyeng Yang, Korea, February the 5th. Mrs. Collyer had gone to Pyeng Yang 
with her son Charlie in order to give him the advantages of the school being con- 
ducted there for missionaries’children. For some time Mrs. Collyer had been in delicate 
health and the contraction of a severe cold which developed into pneumonia proved 
fatal. Myr. Collyer and the only child, Charlie, have the sympathy of the mission- 


aries of Korea in this sad bereavement. 


The first Sunday in May has been decided upon as Bible Sunday for Korea. It is 
earnestly hoped by the Bible Society Agents that all the missionaries will see to the 


proper observance of this day in all the native churches. 
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THE CAROLINE A. LADD HOSPITAL 


OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN U:S.A. 


KOREA MISSION 
PYONG YANG, KOREA. 


Staff: James Hunrer WEtts, M.D. 
Mr. Suin Sane Ho, First assistant. 
Mr. Ok Pyun Hatt, Second assistant. 
Mrs. Pax, Bible Woman. 
YEE Counc Hak, Orderly. 
Mrs. YEE, Woman Orderly. 


REPORT FOR THE YEAR 1907-1908, MAY TO MAY. 
‘ATTENDANCE. 


Total attendance 13094. This included new patients 8444 which was made up of 
4569 men, 2010 women, 1865 children. There were 4269 registered returns and many 
more not registered. In addition to these there were some 2925 friends or relations 

. 


with those sick which if included in attendance makes to 16019. 


INPATIENTS. 


Inpatients 444; outcalls, mostly to missionaries, including eight visits to Svenchun, 


100 miles away, 381. 


SURGICAL OPERATIONS. 


Surgical operations numbered 525 which does not include numerous abscesses, minor 
treatment—primary—teeth pulling, hundreds of vaccinations etc. which are recorded 
under “attendance,’‘ only. Of the 525 operations Dr. Wells performed 242 including a 
few in which he assisted visiting surgeons, but not including a score or so in which he 
assisted Dr. Follwell. Of these 242, 152 were with anaesthetics and 90, including some 
fractures etc., were without. Among the operations were 13 abdominal sections for tumors 
cancers and other internal troubles. 14 amputations from fingers to thigh, 2 for ap- 
pendicitis, 32 various kinds of tumors, exclusive of the abdominal mentioned, removed, 
8 operations for the radical cure of hernia or rupture, 14 extractions of cataract and 9 
iridectomies for restoring vision, and numerous others as can be seen by the summary 
at the end of the report. 283 operations were performed by the assistant Mr. Cho Ik 
Stin and included amputations, removal of tumors, ete. Of these 52 were with anaes- 


thetics and 231 without. 
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DR. E..D. FOLLWELL. 
We owe and gladly express our thanks to Dr. Follwell of the Methodist Mission, 


for much valuable assistance and help during the year. As a Confrere and adviser he 
has been most kind. I would especially mention our work together in bacteriology 


and surgery. 
VISITING PHYSICIANS. 


In September, during the annual meeting, and a few other times, we had many 
visitors medical and lay. Among the doctors were Drs. Ludlow of Cleveland, Ohio ; 
Daniel, Irvin, Avison, Johnson, Wier, Currell, Grierson, McMillan, Hall, Cutler, Whiting, 
Sharrocks and Purviance. Dr. Hall of Pyengyang has helped us and we thank Miss 
Hallman, Methodist Nurse, for assistance on several occasions both to Koreans and 


missionaries in serious sickness. 
MR. CHO IK SUN. 


Mr. Cho Ik Sun who has served so well as Superintendent for the past few yearshad to 
stop on account of ill health and his place was hard to fill. He was most efficient as 
a doctor and entirely yeliable as a man and Christian. We have secured in his place 
Mr. Shin Sang Ho, an officer in the Central church, and though he has but a year or 
so experience he is doing very well and bids fair to be most valuable. Mr. Cho makes 
the fourth who has “graduated” at this hospital whom I have given certificates of 
proficiency in the essentials of medicine. All are doing good work. It’s hard on me 
though to have to loss their services when they get so efficient. I offered one 50 yen 
a month to return as Superintendent, but he was making more than that and more than 
I could possibly give so I have to “get in and dig” in dispensary and hospital on lines 
we ought to have assistance on. It is wrong to have such a large work as here reported 
and.require just one foreigner to be responsible for it. There is no more crying 
medical need in our Mission, taking developed work as a_ basis, than for a trained 
nurse at Pyengyang. 


MEDICAL STUDENTS. 


My former large medical class are nearly all, on my advice, working away at their. 
studies in the Government Medical College. They come to me occasionary for clinical 
work and general advice. I was present lately at the closing exercises for the year 
and was glad to note so many Christians. We are trying hold these men for moral 
and religious purposes at the same time they are getting the required government 
medical instruction. 


EVANGELISTIC. 
The evangelistic phase is well conserved by the Christian staff. Mrs. Pak, of the 


British and Foreign Bible Society, is the only one who has exclusive evangelistic work, 
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The rest of us do what we can on all lines though it is difficult for one in a large 
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dispensary and hospital work to do alone teaching, preaching and healing at the same 
time. It would be better to follow Paul’s principle of “This one thing I do.” Many 


of the patients have professed conversion at the hospital but no definite record can be 


kept of such things. Many have promised to believe if we would-only cure them! 
One man, converted last year, was one of the most pleased and most prominent men 
in the winter class coming with others from his village and studying at his own charges. 
Thousands have gone back to their homes and witnessed for the religion and Christ 
and loving principles they have heard and felt while at the hospital. As even yet over 
half of the patients are not Christians it can be seen what a great influence the hospital 
is or may be. 
MRS. WELLS. 


Mrs. Wells, as ever, has conducted her school for women. She has visited the 
women at the hospital almost daily and helped in other general ways. She has taught 
twice a week in the school for missionary children. She is the only foreign women 


many of the poor pitiful Korean women see and she does much to sooth and soften. 
Others of the missionaries have visited the patients occasionary and some of the Korean 


Christians, men and women, have regularily visited the hospital. 


TRAINING CLASSES. 
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 
BLIND SCHOOL. 
SUNDAY SCHOOL. 


As heretofore the hospital has furnished temporary room for various classes and in- 
terests. The Training Classes, Theological Seminary, Blind School and a regular Sunday 


School has been furnished rooms for most of the year. 


IN PATIENTS. 


Out of 444 in patients it is difficult to select special cases for mention for all are 
special! One old woman who walked about 100 miles to consult the foreign doctor; not 
some native assistant, for a chronic dyspepsia made me feel that doctors’ ought to see 
all the patients who come as we try to do, and not lay so much stress on the great 
operations all of us do. That very well when just bodies are concerned but when its 
more than that its individuals and not diseases so much. 

A man was bought in March totally blind. Also totally bankrupt. The operation 
of iridectomy gave him a new pupil. oblong like a cats to be sure, but it gave him 


“smile that wont come off” when he left the 


vision and he was happy. He had the 
hospital seeing his way out where sometime before he was led in. 


A little girl, a most pitiful object, slowly dying from a sinus at the navel opening 
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into the bowel, was operated on t and we were fortunate in curing her. Her: 


grateful mother not only paid us 3 yew jin money but gave us two of those large silver 
rings the women wear. We had some quite large fees from Koreans one of 70 yen, 


etc. but this, to the hospital, was of the widows mite class and so appreciated. 


CHOLERA. 


There are few experiences more thrilling and depressing than those with cholera. 
David who wrote of “the pestilence that walketh in darkness and the destruction that 
wasteth at noonday”’ may have had cholera in mind. The outbreak in September was the 
fourth I have been through and had to do with since coming to Korea. Owing it 
seems to me, to the vigorous measures taken by the Japanese, and the lateness of the 
outbreak, it was not very prevalent but was of a very severe type. The rigid rules 
made required all cases to be taken to the pest house. This frightened the Christians 
and they, through a committee, came to me begging that I would see the authorities 
and arrange to take care of the Christians at least. I did so, the authorities consenting 
for my isolation wards to be used as a cholera hospital and the panic was allayed. I 
treated only 27 cases there but had ten to die some of whom came in about to die 
and some who came in plenty of time but our efforts were unavailing. This death rate 
is high but higher than usual which shows the terrible fatality of the disease even in 


the best surroundings. 


MEDICAL BOOKS. 


A Handbook of Western Medicine—with glossary of disease and miscellaneous terms 
used in medicine and surgery and dispensary with names of medicines and uses, edited 
by Dr. Vinton from mass furnished by Dr. Wells and Sharrocks, was published by the 
Tract Society in May. It is the first-regular medical publication in the native script 
in Korea and will prove of great benefit to any one, Korean and foreigner, having any 
need of data along the lines it covers. 

The Introduction to Hygiene, by Dr. Wells, is in its second edition, and, as the first 
edition, is proving one of the most popular books printed by the Tract Society. 

The work as this brief report shows has kept the one doctor busy. He has been 
at his post all the year only absent a few days in May and some ten days up the river 
in mid-summer and a very delightful visit of a few days at the American Mines, with his 
family in October. 

The financial report at the end shows very well though we would have had a serious 
deficit if it had not been for the kind gift by Mrs. Ladd. Over two thirds of the expenses 


were met by the fees and sale of drugs to Koreans. This is a splendid showing for a 
provincial town, 
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This report is presented well recognizing the needs of the institution in various lines 
and we go forward in the hope that these may be met and bettered the coming year. 
Services to missionaries have been constant and marked. The general health has been 
good and the Lord has blessed us all. 


EXPENSES. 
For drugs and general supplies.......2.........0...000e US. $1,030.28 © Yen 2,060.45 
Wighiumesand tel. x <pe serena ste. ceenat ts epgaasts «<2 226.79 453.57 
RSMAS eenao meat maien acc acmnsmmmenen stances wer caeeeteldtet oy as 434,85 - 869.70 
Hospital and dispensary supplie....................0008 250.32 500.64 
Printing, postage, periodicals... 22.0.5... .....ebeeencece 51.94 103.88 
Instruments, etc. ............. potest Once pec ree 140,92 281.84. 
BULL OU ITS phate what cn: casenoenian pasate: svlalanceyaeere saat set 29.29 58.58 
Cra ribiviseeke fecen | cesses einiene ieee oes daoa tenesdee sonic ane nde 25.80 51.60 
HMciden tal sir cscvs.scssecukisans Suatuannianttrindracates eveneniies 90.19 180,37 
2,280.33 4,560.63 

RECEIPTS. 
Fees and drugs from Koreans..........cccsesescereseees $1,688.81 Yen 3,377.61 
Fees and drugs foreigners. ...........ssecsseeeeceeseeeees 54.22 108.40 
Receipts from Board including helper................ 311.26 622.43 
Ofherpmece pts a. tau sereesasasd tcc steeicasinngdessvswaceciens 66.00 132.01 
Presents from foreigners..........0.:cceseceeccseeceesee ees 2.50 5.00 
Gift from Mrs. Ladd $500°00 to general.............. 217.12 434.31 
(Credit to Equipment 282.88) es PIES 2 
233.89 5,679.76 


Among the surgical operations by Dr. Wells were: Exploratory laparotomy 6, removal 
of ovarian tumors 6 ; hysterectomy—removal of uterus and parts, 1; all uniformly success- 
ful—; amputations: arm 1, leg 3, hand -1, foot 4, thigh 2, toes 1; fingersl; appendicitis 
2; bubo 8,: cataract extract extractions 14, iridectomies for vision 9; circumcisions 8 ; 
removal of cancers—tongue 2, cervix 3, others 5; carbuncles 2; operations for dropsy 3; 
gunshot wounds, eye, back, arm, one each; others 2, fractures: tibia, jaw, arm, one each ; 
hydrocele 3; haemorrhoids 2; inguinal hernia 8 ; hare lip 6; fistula-in-ano 14; polypii 8; 
pleurisy 3; obstetrical surgical cases 4; tumors removed: thigh 1, eye 6, neck 10, lip 3, 
inguinal 1, back 2, breast 2 and others. 

Of the operations by the Korean assistant there were several monor amputations 
scores of fistula in ano, nurerous small tumors, some for pterygium and other eye troubles. 
He also did nearly all the tooth extractions and vaccinations. His assistance was most 


valuable and was quite skilled. He is the best anaesthetist we have ever had. 
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FIRST YEAR’S EXPERIENCES. 


Epwin Kaery, Coone Ju, Korea. 


The new missionary sometimes feels as if he is in the same position as the the- 
ologue who has just been licensed by the Presbytery to preach. All the theologue can 
do is to marry the living and bury the dead. The new missionary thinks about all he 
can do is to lead the singing at weddings, in the church and pronounce the benedic- 
tion at the close of the service. But I have found that one can be quite a drawing ~ 
card on market day. One of the first things I began to do after coming here was to 
go down to the market every fifth day with the Korean helpers. We would stand in 
a prominent place and start a song. The way the crowd began to flock around us 
when we began singing was interesting. Towsled headed boys with little clothing, 
children without clothing, little girls with baby brothers and sisters tied to their backs, 
young men, old men, sober men and drunken men would flock from every side to get 
a look at the foreigners singing. After a crowd had gathered one of the helpers would 
preach. He would then try to sell portions of the Bible and pamphlets. At this the 
crowd usually melted away. Again we would sing a hymn and another eager-faced 
crowd would flock about us and another helper would preach. After preaching we 
would usually hand out tracts. We have given away as many as 6000 on one of these 
days, scattering the seed broadcast. In this way many hear the gospel for the first time 
and later they seek instruction and become Christians. 

My real taste of Korean life came when Mr. Miller took me out on my first 
itinerating trip. We were out about ten days, walking from group to greup. Both 
sleeping in a room, eight feet by eight feet eating out of granite wear, doseing ourselves 
with flea powder, sitting on hot floors in mud houses, walking through a blizzard with 
the rebels just a day ahead of us were some of the experiences of this trip. Everywhere I 
was impressed with the curdiality of the Koreans and their evident pleasure that we had 
come. The searching questions which the missionary asked the candidates for baptism was 
a revelation—questions that required a deeper knowledge of the Bible aud fy deeper 
Christian experience for their answer than the average church member at home has. 

As we journeyed along we came to the village of Odai. Here the only 
believers were a butcher, his wife, and one or two boys. That evening we held 
service with them. Not having a church building we went to a neighbor’s house where 
there was a larger room. We were led through an outer gate into an inner room about 
8x14. The only light was that given by the flickering tallow candle we had brought 
and the dim light of a greasy Korean candle. Over in the far corner squatted a woman 
with a child trying to hide herself. The butcher and two or three boys with the 
Korean helper and the two missionaries sat on the floor about the candles. The floor 


of the room was mud, the walls were mud, the ceiling was made of poles plastered with 
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mud and festooned with cobwebs, sacks of grain, and bundles of vegetables. By the 
flickering lights in the heart of a God-ignorant land this little group lifted up their 
voices in praise to the King, listened to His Word as it was read and explained and 
then celebrated the death of the Son, their new found Savior. No elegantly. clad wor- 
shippers ‘sitting ou cushioned seats; no costly silver service passed by grave and revye- 
rend elders; but just a butcher, the lowest. of the lowly out here, clad in homespun and 
sitting on a mat none too clean. The communion table consisted of a little Korean 
table a foot high and the service of two rude bowls, one for the bread and one for the 
wine. ~The dark cave-like room, the flickering candles, and the primitive conditions 


instin¢tively reminded one of the early Christians in the Catacombs. 


After Christmas we had our winter’s class at which about 60 men gathered from 
all parts of the province to study the Bible and methods of Christian work. At this 
gathering i taught a class in singing. ° 

‘This mid-winter class being over, a friend and I rian out on an overland trip 
to the South to visit some of the Stations. Our first stopping place was Kong Ju where 
we had a look at the splendid growing work of the N. Methodists. From there we 
made a two days trip to Chun Ju where we spent a delightful day with the Southern 
Presbyterians. It was here that we saw a most touching sight. The Korean teacher 
of the church school had just died of consumption. With one of the lady missionaries 
we went down to try to comfort the grandmother with whom he had lived. The eyes 
of the poor wrinkled old woman were suffused with tears as her lips trembled out her 
grief to the lady missionary. She said that the grandson had been taken because of 
her sins and it was moving to see the missionary take the hard, toil-worn hands in hers 
and stroke them gently as she told of the love of God and the joys of heaven to 
which her loved one had gone. Then as the old woman burst into tears afresh she 
took the wrinkled head, drew it to her shoulder, pressed her own face against the 
grey hairs and patted them gently as she tried to soothe the aching heart with the 
promises of the Gospel. What was there in common between this cultered refined 
woman of the West and the poor, illiterate old mourner? 'The only explanation of her 


act is that she was constrained by the love of Christ. 


From Chun Ju we traveled all day through a snow storm and reached Kun San. 
Here we spent a pleasant week and had a good look at their medical and evangelistic 
work. From there we traveled up the West coast to Chemulpo and took the railroad 
for home. 

In February I took my teacher and “boy” out to Sin Tai, a village six miles 
from here. Here we spent ten days in the study of the language entirely free from 
any English speaking person. Although it was in the heart of winter the only fire I 


had was the fire in the Ritchen, two rooms removed. The kitchen flues passed under 


82 THE KOREA MISSION FIELD. aa 


the floor of my room and gave out a suspicion of heat. Every evening we had services 
in the church with an average attendance of 45 in spite of the faet that the church 
was wholly without ‘a fire.. I conducted a little son service while my teacher did the 
preaching. ; Fie: eae 
The first year of the new missionary is rather trying in many ways. Perhaps after 
wreslting with his conscience for a long time in the home land over the question of 
speedily getting into the work, he has visions of himself thrilling a hungry anxious 
crowd with his burning message after being on the field six months. But as the months — 
creep by he finds that his tongue still cleaves to the roof of his mouth and his mes- 
sage remains in his heart. And yet there are many littie things’ that one ean do even 
though his command of the language be limited. Giving out tracts in the market, 
leading the singing at church, teaching singing to the helpers and the school boys, 
egreeting the Koreans with a cordial smile, and living a humble faithful life for the 
Master are little things that we hew men can do to help the onward sweep of the 


Kingdom. 


lhe ans SORT Sa As AO ic PAIGE 


Fyne Py Bi ES WAALS 


